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§ 343.3 Filing of protests and re-
sponses. 

(a) Protests. Any protest pursuant to 
section 15(7) of the Interstate Com-
merce Act must be filed not later than 
15 days after the filing of a tariff publi-
cation. If the carrier submits a sepa-
rate letter with the filing, providing a 
telefax number and contact person, and 
requesting all protests to be telefaxed 
to the carrier by a protestant, any pro-
test must be so telefaxed to the pipe-
line at the time the protest is filed 
with the Commission. Only persons 
with a substantial economic interest in 
the tariff filing may file a protest to a 
tariff filing pursuant to the Interstate 
Commerce Act. Along with the protest, 
the protestant must file a verified 
statement which must contain a rea-
sonably detailed description of the na-
ture and substance of the protestant’s 
substantial economic interest in the 
tariff filing. 

(b) Responses. The carrier may file a 
response to a protest no later than 5 
days from the filing of the protest. 

(c) Commission action. Commission ac-
tion, including any hearings or other 
proceedings, on a protest will be lim-
ited to the issues raised in such pro-
test. If a filing is protested, before the 
effective date of the tariff publication 
or within 30 days of the tariff filing, 
whichever is later, the Commission 
will determine whether to suspend the 
tariff and initiate a formal investiga-
tion. 

(d) Termination of investigation. With-
drawal of the protest, or protests, that 
caused the initiation of an investiga-
tion automatically terminates the in-
vestigation. 

[Order 561, 58 FR 58780, Nov. 4, 1993, as 
amended by Order 561–A, 59 FR 40256, Aug. 8, 
1994] 

§ 343.4 Procedure on complaints. 

(a) Responses. The carrier must file 
an answer to a complaint filed pursu-
ant to section 13(1) of the Interstate 
Commerce Act within 20 days after the 
filing of the complaint in accordance 
with Rule 206. 

(b) Commission action. Commission ac-
tion, including any hearings or other 
proceedings, on a complaint will be 

limited to the issues raised in the com-
plaint. 

[Order 561, 58 FR 58780, Nov. 4, 1993, as 
amended by Order 602, 64 FR 17097, Apr. 8, 
1999] 

§ 343.5 Required negotiations. 

The Commission or other decisional 
authority may require parties to enter 
into good faith negotiations to settle 
oil pipeline rate matters. The Commis-
sion will refer all protested rate filings 
to a settlement judge pursuant to 
§ 385.603 of this chapter for rec-
ommended resolution. Failure to par-
ticipate in such negotiations in good 
faith is a ground for decision against 
the party so failing to participate on 
any issue that is the subject of negotia-
tion by other parties. 

[Order 578, 60 FR 19505, Apr. 19, 1995] 
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AUTHORITY: 42 U.S. 7101–7352; 49 U.S.C. 1–27. 

§ 344.1 Applicability. 

The provisions of this part will apply 
to quotations or tenders made by all 
pipeline common carriers to the United 
States Government, or any agency or 
department thereof, for the transpor-
tation, storage, or handling of petro-
leum and petroleum products at re-
duced rates as permitted by section 22 
of the Interstate Commerce Act. Ex-
cepted are filings which involve infor-
mation, the disclosure of which would 
endanger the national security. 

[Order 561, 58 FR 58778, Nov. 4, 1993] 

§ 344.2 Manner of submitting 
quotations. 

(a) Copies. Exact copies of the 
quotation or tender must be submitted 
to the Commission concurrently with 
the submittal of the quotation or ten-
der to the Federal department or agen-
cy for whose account the quotation or 
tender is offered or the proposed serv-
ices are to be rendered. 
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